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tant. This disappointment in India had been legitimate,
and undoubtedly it had been felt by the present
Viceroy, who, having inauguarated his term of office
by signifying his hearty approval of this Bill, had
naturally looked forward to being able to carry it into
execution before his term of office expired. These
feelings were shared by members of the House.....In
July of last year the British Committee of the Indian
National Congress, who might be supposed to represent
the more extreme views on this subject, addressed a
letter to the Secretary of State, in which they expressed
their deep regret at the withdrawal of the Bill, which
would cause such bitter disappointment in India. In
the present year Lord Kimberley, who had been
Secretary of State for India, had spoken in the same
sense, adding :
** I echo most sincerely the hope that this measure
will be pressed by Her Majesty's Government and will
pass into law. 'It is really a misfortune that a measure
of this kind should be hung up Session after Session,
However important to us may be our domestic legisla-
tion, let us not forget that we have an immense
responsibility in the government of that great Empire
in India, and that it is not well for us to palter long
with questions of this kind. And I am. the more
desirous that this measure should be dealt with
because I have observed with great pleasure that in
India the tone has much moderated in dealing with
this subject, and that very sensible views have been
expressed at meetings held in India; and there is now
'a reasonabk promise that there will be an agreement
as tio a tentative and commencing measure upon this
subject/ We must not look for it all at once; but if
we can make a beginning I believe we shall lay the
"foundation for what may be a real benefit and a real
security to our Indian Empire."
It was a legitimate inference from these expiptj^
-dons of opinion that the Bill would be welcomcct on
both sides of the House, and that even those tvfao held
advanced   views ..would, facilitate   its  passing.   The
changes    which   k    was    proposed    to    make   by